
Census Returns

Volunteers from The Regency 
Town House heritage centre 
have been searching through 
the local archives to find and 
photograph Census Returns 
and Street Directories.

The aim is to complete a 
database of all the residents of 
Brighton and Hove between 
1851 and 1911, this being the 
period for which accurate 
census data is available.

Transcription

Most of the early documents 
are hand written and can be 
extremely difficult to read, 
while computer systems 
struggle to make any sense of 
them at all.

Dozens of volunteers and 
students have transcribed the 
photographs of these hand-
written source documents 
into structured data that can 
now be accessed on the web.

Exhibition

Each September since 2008 
volunteers have organised 
tours of the North Laine, as 
well as street exhibitions where 
posters listing past occupants 
are displayed on each house.

By focusing on history at such 
an intimate level we aim to 
encourage an interest in local 
heritage and motivate people 
to take part in decisions that 
affect their neighbourhood.

VisAge

This year we are field-testing 
the prototype of VisAge, a 
new way to visualize social 
history data of past ages.

To find out more about VisAge 
and our other history projects 
see our MyHouseMyStreet 
website  www.mhms.org.uk,
or visit the Town House site 
at: www.rth.org.uk.
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